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Ultra Electronics Holdings plc

(“Ultra” or “the Group”)

ULTRA WINS £13M EXPORT SONOBUOY CONTRACTS

Ultra Electronics announces that its sonobuoy businesses in the UK, USA and in Canada have won export contracts in total worth approximately £13m.  Sonobuoys are the sensors that are used to detect acoustically the presence of submarines. 

The largest contract, for 11,000 of the latest technology active sonobuoys, is from the French DGA.  These sonobuoys are of the latest design which has recently entered volume production.  They are fully compatible with Ultra’s range of sonobuoy receivers that are fitted in the world’s most up to date anti-submarine warfare aircraft.  

The Swedish Armed Forces Logistics Organisation has bought a range of sonobuoys optimised for use in shallow, coastal, low-salinity waters.  The three buoy types on order will be adapted from Ultra’s existing, all-digital designs to meet the specific requirements of the Swedish Navy.

The Australian government is purchasing both active and passive sonobuoys.  They will be an important part of the sensor suite on the newly refitted anti-submarine warfare aircraft that are now entering service.

Ultra is the world’s leading supplier of sonobuoys, which it manufactures in the USA, the UK and Canada.  In the course of 2002, the Group supplied sonobuoys to those countries and also to ten other nations including France, Germany, Italy, Australia and Japan.  In total, Ultra supplies approximately half of the world’s requirement for NATO-compatible sonobuoys, a key element of anti-submarine warfare. Ultra constantly develops the capability of its sonobuoys to meet the challenge set by small, highly capable diesel electric submarines operating in noisy, cluttered, coastal waters.

Dr Julian Blogh, Chief Executive, Ultra Electronics Holdings plc, commented: “It is excellent that Ultra continues to expand the range of countries to which it sells its advanced sonobuoys.  The increase in market share through this first contract from France for the DICASS active sonobuoy is particularly encouraging”
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