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Ultra Secures £51m Torpedo Defence Contract Extension

Ultra Electronics is pleased to announce the award of the second stage of the Surface Ship Torpedo Defence (SSTD) contract, worth approximately £51m.  This confirmation of the programme by the Ministry of Defence follows Ultra’s selection to supply the SSTD system, announced in January 2002.  This extension brings the total value of the contract to over £54m.  The system will enter service in 2004.

The SSTD system detects and locates incoming torpedoes, gives tactical advice on ship manoeuvres and provides capabilities to decoy or defeat the torpedo threat.  The programme will involve the supply and support of a minimum of 16 SSTD systems with work spanning a number of different Ultra divisions, including Sonar and Communication Systems, Hermes Electronics, Datel Defence and PMES.

The latest phase of the contract is for demonstration, manufacture and support of SSTD for the Royal Navy (RN) and Royal Fleet Auxiliary (RFA).  The system is designed to be incrementally upgradable so that it can continue to address the evolving threat for a considerable period of time.

Commenting on the contract, Dr Julian Blogh, Chief Executive said: 

“We are delighted to have won this order.  It is the largest single contract award in the history of Ultra and it provides an excellent opportunity for the Group to combine its technologies and skills to meet the requirements of the MoD.  This award underlines Ultra's ability to take responsibility for the integration of larger systems and sub-systems.  The stand-alone nature of Ultra’s SSTD system also gives it strong export potential."
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