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Ultra awarded HiPPAG contract for US Small Diameter Bomb programme

Ultra announces that its Precision Air Systems business, based in Staverton, Gloucestershire has been awarded a contract to provide its HIPPAG airborne compressor for the US Small Diameter Bomb (SDB) programme.  The SDB system, for which the prime contractor is Boeing, is the latest low cost precision strike weapon for deployment on fighters, bombers and unmanned combat air vehicles, for which it is estimated that the USAF will procure at least 2000 carriages.

This initial contract, worth over US$3 million, has been awarded by Sargent Fletcher Inc., a US subsidiary of Cobham plc.  Ultra is to supply a special variant of its HiPPAG™ (HIgh Pressure, Pure Air Generator) to provide the pneumatic energy source which enables the controlled ejection of the bombs, four of which are suspended from each carriage.  SDB is initially to be deployed on F-15E aircraft in 2006.  

The contract represents the Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) phase, following a funded development and qualification contract for the SDB version of HiPPAG™.  Successful firing trials have recently demonstrated the exceptional precision of the SDB system.  A bomb flew more than 55 miles from an altitude of 30,000 feet, hitting within 34 inches of its planned impact point. 

Ultra’s Precision Air Systems designs, supplies and supports a wide range of high pressure, pure air generators for various applications, which include missile cooling and weapons ejection.  Its HiPPAG™ technology has been in operational service for many years, having accumulated more than 1,000,000 hours of failure-free operation in extremely harsh environments.  Precision Air Systems will continue to invest in and enhance its product technology to ensure that it remains at the forefront in meeting future aerospace and defence requirements.

Douglas Caster, Chief Executive of Ultra, commented:

“This contract award is significant for Ultra in recognising the need for the proven HiPPAG in a new and very demanding weapons release application.  It demonstrates Ultra’s ability to develop and deliver customised, cost-effective and highly reliable solutions for its customers.

We look forward to strengthening our close relationship with Sargent Fletcher Inc. in addressing future requirements for the SDB and other pneumatic weapons ejection systems.”
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Notes to editors:

Ultra Electronics is a group of specialist businesses designing, manufacturing and supporting electronic and electromechanical systems, sub-systems and products for defence, security and aerospace applications worldwide.

Ultra, which employs 3,000 people in the UK and North America, focuses on high integrity sensing, control, communication and display systems with an emphasis on integrated information technology solutions.  The Group concentrates on obtaining a technological edge in niche markets, with many of its products and technologies being market leaders in their field.  

Ultra’s products and services are used on aircraft, ships, submarines, armoured vehicles, surveillance systems, airports and transport systems around the world.  Ultra also plays an important role in supporting prime contractors by undertaking specialist system and sub-system integration using the combined expertise of the Group businesses.

Ultra is organised into three divisions as follows:

Aircraft & Vehicle Systems including miniature airborne compressors; high integrity software and systems; aircraft system electronics; aircraft cockpit indicators; aircraft noise and vibration control systems; airframe protection systems, armoured vehicle electronic information and control systems; human/computer interface equipment and shared working environment solutions.

Information & Power Systems including command and control systems equipment; weapons interfacing electronics; radar tracking; electro optical tracking; surveillance systems; naval data processing and distribution; airport and airline information management systems; ID card systems; naval power conversion; signature management of naval vessels; transit system power conversion and control.

Tactical & Sonar Systems including secure tactical line-of-sight radio systems, multiplexers and switches; voice communication systems; tactical data links; cryptographic equipment; active, passive and multi-static sonobuoys; sonobuoy receivers and processors; distributed surveillance sensor arrays; ship’s sonar systems; acoustic countermeasure systems and ship’s torpedo defence systems.


