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Ultra Electronics Holdings plc

(“Ultra” or “the Group”)

Ultra wins US Navy torpedo defence system demonstrator contract 

Ultra announces that its Ocean Systems business, based in Braintree Massachusetts, has been selected by the US Navy to undertake a cost plus development activity to demonstrate key performance parameters of an advanced torpedo defence system to protect its surface fleet.  The full demonstrator programme is potentially worth approximately $18m over two years, with the first year’s increment being worth $10.9m.
The US Navy has an identified requirement for a surface ship torpedo defence system.  It will be an advanced system that will counter undersea weapon threats to high value surface ships.  Much of the system design is based on work completed during a joint US/UK Surface Ship Torpedo Defence programme in which Ultra participated over several years.  The overall system comprises detection, classification, localisation, control, and counter weapon subsystems.  The development programme won by Ocean Systems focuses on the critically important element of the system that detects, classifies, and gives a precise location of an incoming torpedo.  Under this programme, Ultra will demonstrate the latest techniques for ensuring that these tasks can be executed consistently and reliably. 

This programme builds on success in the UK, where Ultra’s Sonar & Communication Systems business is developing, under contract to the MoD, the surface ship torpedo defence system designated by the Royal Navy as Sonar 2170.  This system detects and locates incoming torpedoes, gives tactical advice on ship manoeuvres and provides capabilities to decoy or defeat the torpedo threat.  HMS Westminster is the first Royal Navy vessel to have been installed with the Sonar 2170 system and has successfully undertaken sea trials to demonstrate its capability.

Ultra has a long association with torpedo defence and is a market leader in specialist areas of underwater battlespace equipment.  Ultra has been producing towed and expendable countermeasures for over fifteen years and currently supplies them to the US, UK, Canadian and Australian navies.

Douglas Caster, Chief Operating Officer of Ultra, commented,

“This contract will allow Ultra to demonstrate and thereby reduce the development risk for a key element of the advanced torpedo defence system that the US Navy requires.  Ultra can exploit the successful work being undertaken on the equivalent UK programme and add to it the key skills and expertise of the staff at our Ocean Systems business.  This contract helps to consolidate Ultra’s position as a strategic supplier of defence equipment in the growing US defence equipment market.”

- Ends -
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Susan Ellis / Stephanie Badjonat

Notes to editors:

Ultra Electronics is a group of specialist businesses designing, manufacturing and supporting electronic and electromechanical systems, sub-systems and products for defence, security and aerospace applications worldwide.

Ultra, which employs 2,800 people in the UK and North America, focuses on high integrity sensing, control, communication and display systems with an emphasis on integrated information technology solutions.  The Group concentrates on obtaining a technological edge in niche markets, with many of its products and technologies being market leaders in their field.  

Ultra’s products and services are used on aircraft, ships, submarines, armoured vehicles, surveillance systems, airports and transport systems around the world.  Ultra also plays an important role in supporting prime contractors by undertaking specialist system and sub-system integration using the combined expertise of the Group businesses.

Ultra is organised into three divisions as follows:

Aircraft & Vehicle Systems including miniature airborne compressors; high integrity software and systems; aircraft system electronics; aircraft noise and vibration control; airframe protection systems, armoured vehicle electronic information and control systems; human/computer interface equipment and shared working environment solutions.

Information & Power Systems including command and control systems equipment; weapons interfacing electronics; radar tracking; electro optical tracking; surveillance systems; naval data processing and distribution; airport and airline information management systems; ID card systems; naval power conversion; signature management of naval vessels; transit system power conversion and control.

Tactical & Sonar Systems including secure tactical line-of-sight radio systems, multiplexers and switches; tactical datalinks; cryptographic equipment; active, passive and multi-static sonobuoys; sonobuoy receivers and processors; distributed surveillance sensor arrays; ship’s sonar systems; acoustic countermeasure systems and ship’s torpedo defence systems.
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