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For immediate release
31 December 2004
Ultra Electronics Holdings plc

(“Ultra” or “the Group”)
Ultra Managing Director awarded OBE in New Year’s Honours List
Ultra announces that Paul Benson, Managing Director of its Precision Air Systems business, has been made an Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in the New Year’s Honours List.  Paul has led the team at Precision Air Systems (PAS) through a period of substantial export-led growth in sales of its miniature airborne compressor, HiPPAG.

In 1983, Paul Benson was appointed Engineer In Charge of the High Pressure Pure Air Generator (HiPPAG) project, the feasibility of which was unknown.  In the last 20 years, Paul has demonstrated immense personal dedication to HiPPAG and was appointed as Managing Director of PAS in 1997.  PAS is a now a highly successful UK defence business with sales in 2003 of over £14m.

HiPPAG is a miniaturised airborne compressor that provides a continuous supply of high pressure air to cool the infrared seekers of heat-seeking missiles or provide the pneumatic energy to release munitions accurately and safely.
Paul's company has now delivered over 2,500 HiPPAGs and they are demonstrating exceptional reliability on fighters and helicopters worldwide.  HiPPAG is in service in the UK on the Eurofighter “Typhoon” aircraft.
Paul’s attention to detail and personal involvement has led to continued innovation and to enhanced product capability. Paul leads his team by example, sets high standards and inspires others to attain them.  He was the original visionary who saw the potential of HiPPAG and was responsible for the strategy of focussing on specific aircraft platforms, especially in the world's largest market, the USA.  He spends much of his time travelling and promoting HiPPAG, often at weekends and at the expense of family life.

Paul's understanding of the various customer requirements (technical, commercial and support) and how to meet them gives him huge personal credibility with customers worldwide.  Paul is an excellent coach and mentor with a clear commitment to developing individuals within his team who will continue what he has created.
Douglas Caster, Chief Operating Officer of Ultra, commented:
“I should like to congratulate Paul on gaining this award.  I believe this is suitable recognition of his dedication and commitment to leading the world-class team at Precision Air Systems.  The achievements of Paul and his team typify the innovation and market focus that have driven the success of Ultra Electronics“
- Ends -
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Susan Ellis or Stephanie Badjonat
Notes to editors:
Ultra Electronics is a group of specialist businesses designing, manufacturing and supporting electronic and electromechanical systems, sub-systems and products for defence, security and aerospace applications worldwide.

Ultra, which employs 2,800 people in the UK and North America, focuses on high integrity sensing, control, communication and display systems with an emphasis on integrated information technology solutions.  The Group concentrates on obtaining a technological edge in niche markets, with many of its products and technologies being market leaders in their field.  

Ultra’s products and services are used on aircraft, ships, submarines, armoured vehicles, surveillance systems, airports and transport systems around the world.  Ultra also plays an important role in supporting prime contractors by undertaking specialist system and sub-system integration using the combined expertise of the Group businesses.

Ultra is organised into three divisions as follows:

Aircraft & Vehicle Systems including miniature airborne compressors; high integrity software and systems; aircraft system electronics; aircraft noise and vibration control; airframe protection systems, armoured vehicle electronic information and control systems; human/computer interface equipment and shared working environment solutions.

Information & Power Systems including command and control systems equipment; weapons interfacing electronics; radar tracking; electro optical tracking; surveillance systems; naval data processing and distribution; airport and airline information management systems; ID card systems; naval power conversion; signature management of naval vessels; transit system power conversion and control.

Tactical & Sonar Systems including secure tactical line-of-sight radio systems, multiplexers and switches; tactical datalinks; cryptographic equipment; active, passive and multi-static sonobuoys; sonobuoy receivers and processors; distributed surveillance sensor arrays; ship’s sonar systems; acoustic countermeasure systems and ship’s torpedo defence systems.
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