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Ultra secures further US HiPPAG contracts worth $6.6 million (£4.1m)

Ultra Electronics announces that its Precision Air Systems business has been awarded a $6.6m (£4.1m) contract by the US Naval Air Systems Command for the continued procurement of HiPPAG onboard pure air compressor systems.  HiPPAG 320 is a miniature, electronically controlled compressor and filtration system, designed as an onboard source of pure air for cooling infra-red seekers of an aircraft’s air-to-air missiles.

HiPPAG has been in operational service on US Marine Corps AV-8B Harrier aircraft and AH-1W Super Cobra helicopters since 1997 and entered operational service on F/A-18 C/D Hornet aircraft in 2002.  The system also entered service on the US Navy’s new F/A-18 E/F Super Hornet fighter aircraft in 2002 and is continuing to maintain its high levels of reliability and performance on these new platforms.  Ultra has been advised by the US Navy that the HiPPAG system “…significantly enhanced combat readiness and deployability” of the F/A-18 aircraft during recent military operations in Afghanistan and Iraq.

HiPPAG is also in service on the Italian Navy Harrier II Plus and the Royal Air Force of Oman’s Hawks and Jaguars and is in production for Eurofighter.

Dr Frank Hope, Managing Director of Ultra’s Aircraft & Vehicle Systems division, commented: 

 “This further contract from the US Navy emphasises the superiority of Ultra’s innovative HiPPAG technology.  In its missile cooling role, HiPPAG has an unbeatable track record of proven savings in logistics support costs.  In addition, HiPPAG is now under contract to be adapted as a key element of the weapons ejection system for the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter programme which holds so much potential.”
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