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Ultra Electronics Holdings plc

(“Ultra” or “Ultra Electronics”)

Ultra Secures Further US HiPPAG Contracts worth $6.9 million

Ultra Electronics, the UK-based aerospace and defence electronics group, announces that its Weapon Systems Division has been awarded a contract worth $6.9m by the US Navy for Ultra’s HiPPAG 320 series on-board compressors. 

HiPPAG 320 is a miniature, electronically controlled, pure air compressor and filtration system, designed as an on-board source of pure air for cooling infra-red seekers in air-to-air missiles. 

The HiPPAG 320s will be supplied to the US Navy for integration into LAU 7 and LAU 127 launchers.  The LAU 7 launchers are used on US Marine Corps AV-8B Harriers and AH-1 Cobra aircraft while the LAU 127 launchers are fitted on the new US Navy F/A-18E/F Super Hornet aircraft.  This order from the US Navy is the fourth follow-on contract to provide HiPPAG 320s for the US Marine Corps AV-8B and AH-1 aircraft for the cooling of Sidewinder missiles and the first time HiPPAG will be fitted to the F/A-18 E/F Aircraft.

The HiPPAG 320 system is also compatible with US Navy and Marine Corps F/A 18C/D and F-14 aircraft. 

HiPPAG has been in operational service on US Marine Corps AV-8B and AH-1 since 1997 and has accumulated over 40,000 operating hours with exceptional levels of in-service reliability.  The system is also in service with the Italian Navy for its Harrier II plus aircraft and will be in production in 2001 for Eurofighter and Harrier GR-7 aircraft.

Dr Julian Blogh, Chief Executive, Ultra Electronics Holdings plc, commented: “We are particularly delighted to receive this HiPPAG contract from the US Navy, not only for the AV-8B and AH-1 aircraft but also as the first production order for the latest US Navy aircraft, the F/A-18 Super Hornet. HIPPAG is achieving exceptional levels of in-service reliability with the US Navy, which is a strong endorsement of our HiPPAG technology.”
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