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Ultra Electronics Holdings plc

(“Ultra” or “the Group”)

Ultra selected for £8m armoured vehicle electronics contract

Ultra Electronics announces that its Electrics Division has been selected for a contract that will be worth in excess of £8m from Vickers Defence Systems to supply electronics for its Engineer Tank System (“ETS”).  Ultra will supply two major sub-systems: the Indirect Vision System (“IVS”) and the Vetronics System.  Delivery of the production equipment will start in 2004 and complete in 2006.

IVS consists of cameras and sensors mounted on the vehicles linked to flat-panel displays.  The system includes an extended range day camera, thermal imaging and image intensification.  The system greatly improves the situational awareness of all crew members when operating the vehicle ‘under armour’ on front line duties in all conditions.

The Vetronics System comprises a number of crew station panels and electrical power management units linked through a dedicated high-integrity databus.  The system allows automatic power management including sequencing the power-up of different electrical loads and the switching off of unused electrical components to conserve power.  The health of all system components is monitored constantly and communicated via the databus.

Ultra’s expertise applies to electronic systems for military fighting vehicles and integrated Human-Machine Interface (“HMI”) designs.  Ultra’s innovative HMI solutions are used in the most advanced airborne and land-based combat vehicles.  From fighter pilots to tank commanders, Ultra’s HMI designs reduce operator workload and increase crew effectiveness through the provision of effective ergonomic solutions.

Vickers Defence Systems, part of Rolls-Royce plc, is building 66 Engineer Tank System vehicles comprising 33 obstacle-clearing Trojan vehicles and 33 Titan bridge-layers.  The new vehicles will be at the forefront of future armed forces operations, alongside the Challenger 2 main battle tanks from which they are derived.

Both the IVS and Vetronic System solutions are highly modular and scaleable in their implementation.  They are therefore suitable for a number of future advanced fighting vehicle programmes.

Dr Frank Hope, Managing Director of Ultra Electronics, Air and Defence Land Systems, commented:
“The Engineering Tank System embraces the next generation of technologies that will be used on future fighting vehicles.  Ultra’s selection for this programme is based on our ability to provide innovative solutions that broaden Ultra’s range of products.  It also represents a reward for the research and development that has been invested in systems applicable to armoured vehicles of the future.  The importance of this contract extends beyond ETS as similar systems will be offered for other platforms currently under consideration.”
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