[image: image1.png]WEBER SHANDWICK SQUARE
FINANCIAL COMMUNICATIONS | M 1 L E






Embargoed until 15.00hrs




16 December 2004
Ultra Electronics Holdings plc

(“Ultra” or “the Group”)

Ultra wins wing ice protection equipment contract for Boeing 7E7 aircraft
Ultra announces that its Controls division has been selected to supply key elements of the Wing Ice Protection System (WIPS) for Boeing’s new 7E7 “Dreamliner” aircraft.  Ultra will undertake system integration and provide the WIPS controlling software together with associated electrical and electronic equipment.  With this award, the 7E7 programme is expected to generate over $200m of original equipment and aftermarket sales for Ultra.  The 7E7 Dreamliner is scheduled to enter service with airlines in 2008.
The WIPS will provide electro-thermal ice protection to the leading edge slats of the 7E7 wing.  Ultra is partnered with GKN Aerospace and Thermion Systems.  GKN Aerospace will provide the electro-thermal heater mat assemblies for the aircraft slats under a separate contract.  The heater mat assembly incorporates Thermion® heater mat material from Thermion Systems.
The electro-thermal WIPS is a new approach to wing ice protection that avoids the use of bleed air from the engines, which adversely impacts aircraft fuel efficiency.  The complete system comprises controlling software, distributed power controllers, extending and retracting electrical harnesses and slat heater mats.  Ultra, GKN and Thermion Systems have been working together for over two years and have already demonstrated the capability of the WIPS to meet the requirements of the 7E7 Dreamliner aircraft.
Douglas Caster, Ultra’s Chief Operating Officer, commented:

“We are delighted to be part of Boeing’s 7E7 team. This ice protection equipment contract broadens our coverage of the civil aerospace sector and demonstrates our commitment to providing innovative, cost-effective solutions.
Our partnership with GKN and Thermion Systems enables us to offer a complete solution to Boeing’s new and unique requirement.  With this award Ultra has reinforced its position as a supplier of high integrity control and protection systems to the commercial aircraft industry”. 
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Notes to editors:

Ultra Electronics is a group of specialist businesses designing, manufacturing and supporting electronic and electromechanical systems, sub-systems and products for defence, security and aerospace applications worldwide.

Ultra, which employs 2,800 people in the UK and North America, focuses on high integrity sensing, control, communication and display systems with an emphasis on integrated information technology solutions.  The Group concentrates on obtaining a technological edge in niche markets, with many of its products and technologies being market leaders in their field.  

Ultra’s products and services are used on aircraft, ships, submarines, armoured vehicles, surveillance systems, airports and transport systems around the world.  Ultra also plays an important role in supporting prime contractors by undertaking specialist system and sub-system integration using the combined expertise of the Group businesses.

Ultra is organised into three divisions as follows:

Aircraft & Vehicle Systems including miniature airborne compressors; high integrity software and systems; aircraft system electronics; aircraft noise and vibration control; airframe protection systems, armoured vehicle electronic information and control systems; human/computer interface equipment and shared working environment solutions.

Information & Power Systems including command and control systems equipment; weapons interfacing electronics; radar tracking; electro optical tracking; surveillance systems; naval data processing and distribution; airport and airline information management systems; ID card systems; naval power conversion; signature management of naval vessels; transit system power conversion and control.

Tactical & Sonar Systems including secure tactical line-of-sight radio systems, multiplexers and switches; tactical data links; cryptographic equipment; active, passive and multi-static sonobuoys; sonobuoy receivers and processors; distributed surveillance sensor arrays; ship’s sonar systems; acoustic countermeasure systems and ship’s torpedo defence systems.
Ultra Electronics Controls Division is a business within Ultra’s Aircraft & Vehicle Systems division.  It is the sole supplier of electronic landing gear control systems to Airbus for its A318, A319, A320, A321, A330 and A340 aircraft. The company provides electronic control and position sensing systems to Boeing, Airbus, Bombardier, BAE Systems and Rolls-Royce.
Controls - 7E7 WIPS press release (City) version 7.doc

16/12/2004

[image: image1.png]