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ULTRA WINS CONTRACT FOR BAA STAFF INFORMATION SYSTEM
 

Ultra announces that its Airport Systems business has won the SIS (Staff Information System) contract for BAA, the world’s leading airport company. The contract is worth almost £1m. The new system will provide detailed operational information to both BAA staff and to external customers, and will serve a user community eventually totalling over 600.
 

Ultra’s solution to BAA’s demanding requirements for staff information provision at Heathrow and Stansted airports incorporates the Zeus Airport Steering System, produced by NeuroPie, Zurich. Ultra’s implementation of Zeus at Heathrow will focus primarily on its function as a versatile real time staff information tool. Zeus, already in use at Unique Zurich Airport where it interfaces with UltraAODB and UltraFIDS as a tool for collaborative decision making (CDM) and information provision, has been credited with improving the performance of the airport over the past two years.
 

Ultra SIS will be implemented at Heathrow in the course of 2006 following a detail design and customisation project. Interfacing to the operational databases of both Heathrow and Stansted, Ultra SIS will provide a constant flow of up-to-date information which is filtered according to the individual needs of both BAA and external users.
 

The award of this SIS project is in addition to a number of high-value BAA contracts that Ultra has secured in recent months for the prestigious new Heathrow Terminal 5. These result from Ultra’s selection in 2002 to be the IT systems integrator for T5. They include the implementation of UltraBSI, its single-platform Building Systems Integration product; Integration Broker services; the Terminal Service Centre; an Interface Test Facility; the supply and installation of public displays and systems for the control and monitoring of utilities. In addition, Ultra has previously supplied its baggage management system, UltraTrak, at LHR Terminals 1, 2 and 3.
 

Graeme Stacey, Managing Director of Ultra Electronics Airport Systems, commented:
“We are very pleased to have been awarded this contract by BAA. It builds on our broad range of activities at Heathrow, where we already provide the new FIDS flight information for passengers, and Systems Integration at Terminal 5. Ultra will provide a comprehensive coordinated service to BAA on all fronts, serving the needs of the airports and passengers.”
 

Walter Zuend, Managing Partner, NeuroPie, comments:
“The implementation of Zeus at Heathrow will be a marvellous opportunity to demonstrate the versatility of the system and we are looking forward to working with Ultra on this prestigious contract”.
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Notes to editors:

Ultra Electronics is a group of specialist businesses designing, manufacturing and supporting electronic and electromechanical systems, sub-systems and products for defence, security and aerospace applications worldwide. 
Ultra is organised into three divisions: Aircraft & Vehicle Systems; Tactical & Sonar Systems; Information & Power Systems, within which Ultra Electronics Airport Systems sits.
Ultra, which employs 3,000 people in the UK and North America, focuses on high integrity sensing, control, communication and display systems with an emphasis on integrated information technology solutions. The Group concentrates on obtaining a technological edge in niche markets, with many of its products and technologies being market leaders in their field. 
Ultra’s products and services are used on aircraft, ships, submarines, armoured vehicles, surveillance systems, airports and transport systems around the world. Ultra also plays an important role in supporting prime contractors by undertaking specialist system and sub-system integration using the combined expertise of the Group businesses.

The divisions are:
Aircraft & Vehicle Systems including miniature airborne compressors; high integrity software and systems; aircraft system electronics; aircraft cockpit indicators; aircraft noise and vibration control systems; airframe protection systems, armoured vehicle electronic information and control systems; human/computer interface equipment and shared working environment solutions.

Tactical & Sonar Systems including secure tactical line-of-sight radio systems, multiplexers and switches; voice communication systems; tactical data links; cryptographic equipment; active, passive and multi-static sonobuoys; sonobuoy receivers and processors; distributed surveillance sensor arrays; ship’s sonar systems; acoustic countermeasure systems and ship’s torpedo defence systems.
Information & Power Systems including command and control systems equipment; weapons interfacing electronics; radar tracking; electro optical tracking; surveillance systems; naval data processing and distribution; airport and airline information management systems; ID card systems; naval power conversion; signature management of naval vessels; transit system power conversion and control.

Ultra Electronics Airport Systems delivers integrated operational and common use solutions and managed services to airports and airline operators worldwide. As a  systems integrator UEAS provides a totally integrated service from requirements capture through systems design and commissioning to in-service support. The integrated range of products supplied by Airport Systems includes common use check-in, local departure control, weight and balance management systems, an integration broker, airport operational database with integrated resource allocation solutions, baggage management and reconciliation, flight information and display systems and airport-wide system health monitoring systems. These are all proven high availability and resilient systems for use in critical airport environments and are based on open systems technology, delivered on an application basis or as part of a managed service. Airport Systems’ solutions and managed services are now in use at more than 100 airports worldwide
